VOLUNTARY WORK 

Important

The following information is provided for general guidance only and should not be treated as a complete or authoritative statement of the law. Anyone thinking about starting voluntary work should first seek advice from the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) or a welfare rights adviser.

Why voluntary work?

Doing voluntary work gives you the chance to develop new skills, and put into practice existing skills. People volunteer for different reasons such as:

· Helping others and the local community 

· Doing something you enjoy 

· Meeting new people 

· Helping you get the skills to get a paid job

· Learning something new 

Will I get paid?

You won't get paid for being a volunteer but you may be able to get things like travel costs and expenses covered.
What about my benefits?

The Department for Work and Pensions will need to know if you want to do some voluntary work. The information they need will include things such as:

· Who you will be working for

· What you will be doing

· How many hours and days you will be working for

· If you will get any expenses;

Further information

Guidance on Voluntary Work is available at 

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/supplyingdwp/what_we_buy/plp_section12.pdf
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/HomeAndCommunity/Gettinginvolvedinyourcommunity/Volunteering/index.htm
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